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COURSE DESCRIPTION: An introduction to philosophy through classical and contemporary
readings on topics such as perception, knowledge, and skepticism; the relationship between
mind and matter; free will, foreknowledge, and determinism; proofs of God's existence; and the
nature of morality. Related film selections and clips will be used to motivate topics and facilitate
discussion. *For students admitted Summer 2011 and after this course meets the General
Education Values Society Diversity requirement. For students admitted prior to Summer 2011
this course meets the General Education Humanities requirement.
GOALS & OBJECTIVES: As a result of studying these topics students will gain a wide range of
knowledge and develop a number of skills whose value extends well beyond the classroom.
There are five main goals of this course. The first two are specific to the course material. The
last three pertain to more general skills that are necessary for success in any field.
• Achieve an understanding of influential views, arguments, and problems in philosophy.
• Develop a critical perspective on those views, arguments, and problems.
• Improve one’s ability to interpret texts and reconstruct arguments.
• Improve one’s ability to evaluate arguments.
• Improve one’s ability to carefully and clearly communicate ideas and arguments both
verbally and in writing.
TEXTS: The only required text is: Perry, Bratman, and Fischer’s Introduction to Philosophy 6th
Edition (Oxford University Press, 2013). ISBN: 9780199812998.
RECOMMENDED:
• For general strategies for how to approach the reading see Jim Pryor’s “Guidelines on
Reading Philosophy” at http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/reading.html
• For general strategies for writing your papers see Jim Pryor’s “Guidelines on Writing a
Philosophy Paper” (the best introduction to writing philosophy papers I’ve ever come
across) at http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html
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GRADING: I’ll use plus/minus grading, but note that I’ll only award an “A+” in extraordinary
circumstances. Your final grade will be calculated on the basis of 2 papers, 3 in-class exams, and
a number of short assignments.
PAPERS: 40% of your grade comes from two paper assignments (17% for the 1st paper; 23%
for the 2nd). Detailed instructions and grading criteria for the assignments will be provided
(at least) a week prior to the due dates both in class and on ICON. Note: I’ll give an option to
rewrite the 1st paper in light of my comments. If the rewrite shows either no or only relatively
minor improvement then your initial paper grade will remain unaffected. If the rewrite shows
noteworthy improvement then your initial paper grade will receive a 1/3rd letter grade boost.
If the rewrite shows outstanding improvement then your initial paper grade will receive a
2/3rd letter grade boost.
EXAMS: 50% of your grade comes from three exams (14% each from exams 1 and 2; 22% from
the final). These exams will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.

The first two exams will be given in class. The final will be given during the scheduled final
exam time.
SHORT ASSIGNMENTS: 10% of your grade comes from a variety of short assignments. These
assignments are designed to help you develop the skills necessary for doing philosophy, and
should help you prepare for the exams and papers. Assignments may include pop quizzes,
worksheets, summarizing arguments, reading responses, etc. These assignments will be
assigned throughout the semester. Besides the pop-quizzes, the short assignments will be
announced in class and on ICON.
ATTENDANCE: Attendance will not directly affect your grade. However, attendance can affect
your grade indirectly. Firstly, participation in class discussion can raise your final grade up
to 1/3rd of a grade, and it’s difficult to participate if you don’t attend regularly. Secondly,
short assignments and exams can only be made up if you have an excuse allowable under
the College of Liberal Arts policies and you have proper documentation. Finally, this class is
very difficult and (trust me on this) you will not do well if you don’t attend regularly.

ACADEMIC HONESTY: I will use turnitin.com. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism
will result in a zero for the assignment and will be reported to the college. Trust me…
Plagiarism is not in your best interest; I will catch you!
NOTES ABOUT THE SCHEDULE: Readings are to be done before the class period for which they
are listed. Readings with a “*” can be found online at the class website. These readings are
tentative and may be altered depending on how class discussion develops.

READINGS
INTRODUCTION

KNOWLEDGE AND
SKEPTICISM

PHILOSOPHY OF
MIND

ETHICS

PHILOSOPHY OF
RELIGION

Introduction: On the Study of Philosophy & Logical Toolkit
Gettier: Is Justified True Belief Knowledge
Descartes: 1st Meditation
Descartes: 2nd Meditation
*Moore: Proof of an External World & Four Forms of Skepticism
Hume: Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding Part II and Part IV
EXAM 1
*Selections from I.E.P article “Dualism and Mind”
*Smart: Sensations and Brain Processes
Turing: Computing Machines and Intelligence
Armstrong: Selections from The Nature of Mind
Searle: Minds, Brains, and Programs
Jackson: What Mary Didn’t Know
EXAM 2
Mill: Selections from Utilitarianism
Williams: Utilitarianism and Integrity
The Trolley Problem & Ducking Harm and Sacrificing Others
*Ross: What Makes Right Acts Right?
Harman: Ethics and Observation
Sturgeon: Moral Explanations
Aquinas: The Existence of God
Paley: Natural Theology
Perry: Selections from Dialogue on Good, Evil, and the Existence of God
*Rowe: Three Varieties of Atheism
FINAL EXAM (COVERING ETHICS & PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION SECTIONS)

Teaching Policies & Procedures
Administrative Home. The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS) is the administrative home of this course and
governs matters such as the add/drop deadlines, the second-grade-only option, and other related issues. Different colleges may
have different policies. Questions may be addressed to 120 Schaeffer Hall, or see the CLAS Student Academic Handbook.
Electronic Communication. University policy specifies that students are responsible for all official correspondences sent to
their University of Iowa e- mail address. Faculty and students should use this account for correspondences. (Operations
Manual, III.15.2. Scroll down to k.11.)
Accommodations for Disabilities. A student seeking academic accommodations should first register with Student
Disability Services and then meet privately with the course instructor to make particular arrangements. See
www.uiowa.edu/~sds/ for more information.
Academic Fraud. Plagiarism and any other activities when students present work that is not their own are academic fraud.
Academic fraud is a serious matter and is reported to the departmental DEO and to the Associate Dean for Undergraduate
Programs and Curriculum. Instructors and DEOs decide on appropriate consequences at the departmental level while the
Associate Dean enforces additional consequences at the collegiate level. See the CLAS Academic Fraud section of the Student
Academic Handbook.
University Examination Policy requires that students be permitted to make up examinations missed because of illness,
mandatory religious obligations, certain University activities, or unavoidable circumstances. Excused absence forms are
available at www.registrar.uiowa.edu/forms/absence.pdf.
Final Examination Policies. Final exams may be offered only during finals week. No exams of any kind are allowed during
the last week of classes. Students should not ask their instructor to reschedule a final exam since the College does not permit
rescheduling of a final exam once the semester has begun. Questions should be addressed to the Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Programs and Curriculum.
Conflicts in Final Exams. CLAS is instituting a new final exam scheduling process and, as such, the final exam time will
not be scheduled until the 5th or 6th week of the semester. It is your responsibility to notify the registrar if there is a
conflict between the final exam for this class and your other final exams. A student who has (a) two examinations
scheduled for the same period or (b) more than three examinations scheduled for the same day, should file a request for a
change of schedule at the Registration Center, 30 Calvin Hall.
Making a Suggestion or a Complaint. Students with a suggestion or complaint should first visit the instructor, then the
course supervisor, and then the departmental DEO. Complaints must be made within six months of the incident. See the
CLAS Student Academic Handbook.
Understanding Sexual Harassment. Sexual harassment subverts the mission of the University and threatens the wellbeing of students, faculty, and staff. All members of the UI community have a responsibility to uphold this mission and to
contribute to a safe environment that enhances learning. Incidents of sexual harassment should be reported immediately. See
the UI Comprehensive Guide on Sexual Harassment for assistance, definitions, and the full University policy.
Reacting Safely to Severe Weather. In severe weather, class members should seek appropriate shelter immediately,
leaving the classroom if necessary. The class will continue if possible when the event is over. For more information on Hawk
Alert and the siren warning system, visit the Public Safety web site.
Student Classroom Behavior. The ability to learn is lessened when students engage in inappropriate classroom behavior,
distracting others; such behaviors are a violation of the Code of Student Life. When disruptive activity occurs, a University
instructor has the authority to determine classroom seating patterns and to request that a student exit immediately for the
remainder of the period. One-day suspensions are reported to appropriate departmental, collegiate, and Student Services
personnel (Office of the Vice President for Student Services and Dean of Students).
Absences. Except in cases of illness or emergency, you should let your instructor know beforehand if you need to be excused
from attendance. You can do this either by providing an Explanatory Statement of Absence from Class form (available at
http://www.uiowa.edu/registrar/forms/absence.htm or from the Registration Center, 30 Calvin Hall) or a statement from a
responsible official documenting the times of your participation in an authorized University activity. In the case of emergency
or serious illness, please contact your instructor as soon as possible and offer appropriate documentation so that we can
discuss your options. If you are absent for more than five days, you may ask the Registration Center to tell each instructor the
reason. Instructors may request further documentation of the absence. In addition, you may ask clinicians at Student Health
(4189 Westlawn, 5-8392) to discuss your illness and possible accommodations with your instructor if you have health
problems.

